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Dr. Stefani Coulton, Psychologist

Why are re-evaluations necessary?

 “…to determine the student’s individual needs, 
educational progress and achievement, the student’s 
ability to participate in instructional programs in 
regular education and the student’s continuing 
eligibility for special education.”

 At least every 3 years- sooner if needed

 To assist in educational planning- by revealing or 
confirming strengths, needs, and present functioning 
in any relevant areas.
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Operating principles of all 
evaluations

 Your child is more than just evaluation numbers
 We can never interpret scores in a vacuum

 Evaluations provide a snapshot of performance- many 
variables can impact scores (attention, fatigue, effort, 
anxiety…)

 At any age there is a range of skills that are 
considered developmentally appropriate 

 One score doesn’t tell the whole story
 We look for patterns across domains

How does the school choose which 
evaluations my child needs?

 Psychological & Classroom Observation

 Educational

 Related Service Evaluations (Speech, 
Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy etc.)

 Functional Behavior Assessments

 Additional evaluations for areas of 
identified/suspected need

 Health/Physical Data Update

 Social History/Update
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Who decides which assessment 
tools to use?

 Each individual evaluator takes known information 
about the student to evaluate potential areas of need

 Evaluator preference between similar types of 
assessments

 Sometimes, through analysis of testing results, 
evaluators might “dig deeper” with additional full 
assessments or subtests to tap into a particular skill

 Special Education Evaluations are:
 Standardized

 Compare your child to normative samples (same age 
children)

What scores are helpful to look at?
 Percentiles –

 Tell us where the child functions in 
comparison to how other children their 
age function

 Range from <1st to >99th

 50th %ile means the score is better than 
or equal to 50% of same age peers (from 
a normative sample)

 Think of height/weight percentiles at the 
doctor

 Based on standard deviations

 Descriptive Categories
 Give a general description or label to the 

score
 Different evaluations have different 

labels/cutoffs
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Who decides what is average- or not?

 Statisticians!

 From a large sample of children of a particular age, a 
mean, or average score is determined

 Standard Deviations tell the statisticians how far 
away from the average a particular score is

 Percentiles are based on the standard deviations- the 
further away from the average, the higher or lower 
the percentile will be.

Remember the Bell Curve?
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The percentile stayed the same in this area from 3 
years ago- did my child not progress?

8 11 14

The percentile went down in an area since the 
previous evaluation- did my child lose skills?

8 11 14
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Normative/Developmental
vs. 

Relative

 Normative Weakness
 Significantly below 

expectation for the age 
level

 Potentially a deficit area 
needing to be addressed 
by special education

 Relative Weakness
 Below the child’s other 

areas of functioning

 May still be on par with 
age-level expectations

 Potentially an area to 
support in instructional 
approach

 Normative Strength
 Significantly above 

expectation for the age 
level

 Relative Strength
 Above the child’s other 

areas of functioning

 Potentially an area to 
capitalize on in 
instructional approach

Cognitive Assessments

• Cognitive skills are the 
core skills your brain uses to think, 
read, learn, remember, reason, 
and pay attention.

• IQ= Intelligence Quotient
• Composites or Domains give us a 

picture of strengths and 
weaknesses within a cognitive 
profile

• May have even or uneven 
development

• Relatively stable over time
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Sample Descriptive Categories

WPPSI-IV

Emotional, Behavioral, Adaptive, 
& Social Assessments

 Often compare the child to same age and same-sex 
peers

 Aren’t diagnostic in nature- but provide helpful 
information about specific patterns observed
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T-Scores
Just another way of 
comparing scores to 
the average!

Sample BASC-3

Sample Conners-3
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Educational Assessments

 Assess educational achievement-
reading, writing, math, oral language 

 Compare to the age/developmental 
expectations

 Some consideration of grade level (which 
subtests get administered, start points) 
but NOT of curriculum expectations

WIAT-III Subtests
Oral Language 
 Listening Comprehension 
 Oral Expression 
 
Total Reading 
 Reading Comprehension 
 Word Reading 
 Pseudoword Decoding 
 Oral Reading Fluency 
 
Written Expression 
 Essay Composition 

Sentence Composition 
 Spelling 
 
Mathematics 
 Math Problem Solving 
 Numerical Operations 
 
Math Fluency 
 Addition 
 Subtraction 
            Multiplication 
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Reading Assessments

 A “deep dive” into reading 
skills

 Reading is a complex 
process- breaks down the 
task into its component 
parts

Language Assessments

Phonological Awareness 
Phonological Memory 
Rapid Symbolic Naming
Rapid Non-Symbolic Naming 

Comprehensive Test of Phonological Processing
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A few things to remember…

 Ask questions- the evaluator is the 
specialist.

 Focus on patterns and not on individual 
scores.

 Don’t forget about the strengths!


